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An example of cross-border policy 

alignments and infrastructures?
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28,5 mill total EU population
5,6 %

72.650 km2

total EU land area
1,7 %

36.000€ /p.c.

8,0 %
total EU GDP

SETTING THE SCENE

BENELUX



THE INSTITUTIONAL SET-UP
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2    OBJECTIVES

• EXPAND CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION

(BETWEEN BENELUX AND WITH OTHER

STATES & ENTITIES)

• PURSUE & DEEPEN BENELUX COOPERATION

AS LABORATORY WITHIN THE EU

3 THEMES

• INTERNAL MARKET & ECONOMIC UNION

• SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

• SECURITY (JUSTICE & HOME AFFAIRS)

Benelux 
Treaty 
2008

Benelux
Customs Union 

1944



LUXEMBOURG PRESIDENCY : 2019 PRIORITIES 



POLICY ALIGNMENT?  OUR LEGAL INSTRUMENTS

Art.6 (2)
Benelux Treaty

Decision Convention Recommendation Directive

to implement 
provisions of the 

treaty 

concerning any 
matter pertaining 

to the treaty 

in relation with the 
functioning of the 

Benelux Union

Comity of 
Ministers to  

Council / 
Secretary general

Legally binding
Legally binding 

following 
ratification  

Not binding, but 
moral obligation

Binding for the 
addressee 
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✓ Benelux Union as an added-value to what our countries do 

✓ Not about building roads, infrastructures, logistical centres or 
other technical structures, but : 

Optimize Benelux cooperation concerning road, rail, 
water & air

Facilitate cross-border transport of goods & passengers

Harmonize & remove administrative burdens

Focus on digitalization and sustainability

Transport & Logistics Conference - 08.03.2019

OUR OBJECTIVES? 



Benelux roadmap mobility 2018-2022
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Accessibility

Sustainability

Innovation

Suppression
/reduction of 

negative effects



WHY? IMPORTANCE OF THE TRANSPORT SECTOR IN THE BENELUX

BENELUX in the EU 

the most important hub for 
international transport of goods 

to and from the EU 

→ due to the importance ( in Europe)

✓ of the ports : Rotterdam (1st), Anvers (2nd), Amsterdam (4th)

✓ of the airports: Schiphol (4ih), Luxembourg (6th), Liège (8th)

✓ of the volume of transport …
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Benelux 2013: 6,9%
road transport of EU 

(to & from + within Benelux)

Benelux 2011: 6,0%
rail transport  of EU 

(to & from + within Benelux)

Benelux 2013: 78,4%
inland navigation of EU 
(to & from + within Benelux)

Benelux 2013: 21,1% 
maritime  shipping  of EU

(to & from + within Benelux)

Benelux 2013: 24,4%
air transport of EU

(to & from + within Benelux)

PART OF THE BENELUX TRANSPORT SECTOR IN THE EU 



MODAL SPLIT IN THE EU AND IN THE BENELUX

50,90%

11,60%4,20%

32,80%

0,10%

EU

Road

Rail

Inland
waterways

Maritime
Transport

Air freight

Eurostat 2018
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46,30%

4,10%

17,40%

32,10%

0,10%

BENELUX

Benelux 2016



BENELUX AS LABORATORY FOR THE EU
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STRIA Roadmaps 



WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR?

✓ Free cabotage within Benelux (1991)
✓ Free movement of 45ft container (2014)
✓ « Ecocombis » : max. cross-border weight of                                                  

60t road transport (EU= 44t) (2015)
✓ Deployment of alternative fuel infrastructures (2015) 
✓ e-mobility (2017) 
✓ e-CMR (2018)
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✓ The Treaty of Liège and the cooperation of the road transport inspection 
authorities (signed 2014 – entry into force 2017)

✓ Euro Contrôle Route (ECR) (1997)

By extension:

✓ Fight against transnational social fraud  (2015)

✓ Police cooperation
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✓ Benelux « Lean and Green »                                                                        
Conference (2018)

✓ Hydrogen “Wind-meets-Gas” Conference                                                       
Groningen (2018)

✓ Mutual recognition of maritime training                                    
establishments and certificates

✓ Paperless transit customs documents                                                        
(inland navigation) (2015)
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Challenges and projets 2019

✓ Alternative fuels: e-mobility, CNG, LNG, hydrogen

✓ e-freight inland navigation

✓ Action Plan “Towards cleaner maritime activities”

✓ MaaS (Mobility as a Service): interoperability,                                     
standards, open-data

✓ Drones: recreational and professional use

✓ Harmonizing Low Emission Zones in cities

✓ Digital Transport Strategy - Single window

✓ ITS (Intelligent Transport System): cross-border pilot                             
projects (i.e. smart shipping, connected cars, …)

✓ Bike strategy: shared bikes, cargo-bikes



THANK YOU

www.benelux.int

Alain de Muyser
a.demuyser@benelux.int

+32 2 519 38 85 / 38 66
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#BeneLUX2019

http://www.benelux.int/

